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Fifield, SL6 2NX 
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Twitter: @parishbray 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Main Council Meeting held at 7:00pm 
Monday 28th July 2025 at the Braywood Memorial Hall  
 

Present:   
Bray Ward: Cllr S Eginton, Cllr J Filipczak-Korczak, Cllr M Pierce 
Fisheries Ward: Cllr J Phillips 
Holyport Ward: Cllr L Kneen (Vice Chairman), Cllr M Parkinson, Cllr R Tavinor, Cllr L Walters, Cllr D Wilson (Chairman) 
Dedworth Ward: Cllr N Pellew, Cllr J Glover 
Press: None present  
Members of the public: 2 present 
Officers: Mrs L Steele (Locum Clerk), Mr J Davey (Deputy Clerk), Mrs K Gordon (Clerk’s Assistant) 
 
050/2025 Chairman’s request 
That all mobile devices are switched off for the duration of the meeting  
A reminder to all in attendance of the fire safety regulations for the venue of the meeting  
  
051/2025 Recording/Filming of the Meeting 
The Council permits the filming and recording and photography of its public meetings (Standing Order 3) k.). 
By attending the meeting, you are consenting to being filmed and recorded. 
 
052/2025 Apologies for absence 
Cllr S Cross – Compassionate leave, Cllr K Elvin – Holiday. Both accepted unanimously 
 
053/2025 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations  
No councillors declared an interest in any item on the agenda. 
 
054/2025 Minutes from previous meetings  
To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 23rd June 2025 
To be reviewed and signed off at the next meeting of the council. 
 
055/2025 Public Forum  
No members of the public chose to speak 
 
056/2025 Co-Option 
To consider and agree to co-opt parish councillors to the following ward: 

Holyport – 1 seat available 

Oakley Green and Fifield – 1 seat available 

Listed in application date order: 

• Anna Straughen – stood down before the meeting 

• Gurch Singh – duly co-opted 

• Geoffrey Lionel Hill – was unable to attend 

• Joseph Weston – did not attend 

http://www.brayparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 

Gurch Singh shared some insight into his reasons for wishing to become a Parish Councillor. A few councillors 
asked questions and then, upon the proposal of Cllr Kneen seconded by Cllr Pellew and with all councillors in 
agreement, Gurch Singh was duly co-opted as a Councillor for Oakley Green & Fifield Ward in Bray Parish Council. 
 
057/2025 Declaration of Office 
Cllr Singh made and signed his declaration of acceptance of office which, in the absence of the Proper Officer, was 
received and signed by the Chairman. 
 
058/2025 Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman said his recent focus had been on assisting getting the Locum RFO in a position to do his role. 
 
059/2025 Clerk’s Report 
No report 
 
060/2025 Policy and Procedures Committee 
The Chairman is aiming to have quarterly meetings and to review two or three policies at each meeting. The first 
meeting to be in September. It will consider the current proposal for an IT / Communications committee. Cllr 
Eginton was concerned about the lack of progress. The Locum Clerk advised that to comply with the Council's 
Standing Orders there needs to be formal terms of reference and the Council must agree committee membership. 
The Locum Clerk further advised that it would be appropriate to proceed by way of an informal get together to 
discuss the new committee’s formation but it would not be a committee nor could it make any decisions until 
Main Council had agreed terms of reference and membership. 
 
It was also suggested that there might be an IT / Communications committee. The Locum Clerk advised that her 
advice about compliance with Standing Orders in the formation of a committee applied equally to this suggestion. 
 
061/2025 Finance 
To receive and authorise the schedule of payments.  
A schedule of payments totalling £21,116.02 was considered. Cllr Parkinson clarified that he had been unable to 
attend a booked course and had cancelled on the day. Two payments totalling £252 for hanging baskets were 
queried on the grounds that this might be a duplication of other expenditure. Those two payments were not 
authorised (and were deferred for further information). Payments totalling £20,864.02 were authorised. 
 
To receive and note the expenditure against budget.  
Cllr Parkinson apologised for not being able to attend a booked course. The Chair thanked him. Cllr Korczak had a 
concern that “hanging baskets” might be paid for twice and this needed clarification. Cllr Glover explained there 
had been additional costs for the set up of the defib at Oakley Green. Cllr Kneen wanted to see the contracts that 
the council currently has in place. 
 
To receive and authorise the Bank Reconciliation.  
Locum Clerk explained authorisation would be an individual function and that the committee should note it has 
been carried out. 
 
062/2025 Sharing Teams Meeting Links with Public  
To agree to allow access to future meetings to the public by Teams links. This enhances public participation.  
There were reservations and concerns from some Cllrs, others were happy to embrace the technology. It was 
agreed to review it at the next meeting where the Locum Clerk could offer her thoughts. Cllr Glover requested 
that the Owl manufacturer be contacted re warranty as the Owl was not working properly. 
 
 
 



 

063/2025 Motion 
To receive and consider the following motion from Cllr Parkinson 
 
I propose the reinstatement of regular Bray Parish Council surgeries.  I believe these to be a vital tool in building a 
closer relationship with the residents of the parish and to allow full accountability to be seen to be done. 
 
I propose that these are to held on a quarterly basis, in different wards of the Parish. They should be attended by a 
minimum of 2 councillors one of whom should represent the ward in which the surgery is being held. The timing 
and  location of the surgeries should be at the suggestion of the relevant ward councillors.  I suggest the first 
surgery should be held in Holyport in September.  Date and future dates to be discussed  
 
The motion was seconded by Cllr Filipczak-Korczak. Councillors discussed the idea and by a majority vote (nine in 
favour two abstentions) the motion was carried. 
 
064/2025 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 - Exclusion of the public  
The meeting RESOLVED that under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, the public shall 
be excluded from the remainder of the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. It was further agreed that the meeting would be extended by fifteen minutes.  
 
Note that while the substance of the items below was discussed in confidential session the resulting minutes need 
not be considered confidential. 
 
065/2025 To receive any update on the Clerks recruitment 
Cllr Glover reported that the Clerk’s post was now being advertised and that details were available on the parish 
council website. The recruitment pack was tabled and circulated for councillors’ perusal. 
 
066/2025 Extension of Contract 
Council accepted the recommendation of the HR Committee that a three month extension to the Deputy Clerk’s 
contract be agreed. 
 
067/2025 Travellers 
Council considered the recent traveller incursion and the steps taken a procedure from 2019 was considered 
alongside a newly drafted policy. Council expressed its concern for council staff and its duty of care to those staff 
and was explicit in its instruction that no member of staff should attend a traveller incursion alone. There was 
some detailed discussion of how this might be achieved in the specific circumstances of Bray Parish Council and it 
was agreed that the process outlined in the 2019 documents should be followed until such time as a new 
policy/procedure was agreed. Agreement of a new policy was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
068/2025 Date of the next meeting  
The date of the next meeting is scheduled for 8th September 2025 
 
With no further business the meeting closed at 9:15pm 
 


