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Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held at Braywood Memorial Hall on 

Wednesday 7th January 2026 at 6.00pm 

 

Present:  Cllr J Glover (Chairman), Cllr K Elvin, Cllr S Eginton, Cllr L Kneen, Cllr D Wilson,  
In Attendance:  Rachel Gordge (Clerk), Katie Gordon (Assistant Clerk) 
Apologies:  Cllr N Pellew, Cllr J Filipczak‑Korczak 
No Contact: Cllr S Cross 
Present via MS Teams: Tracy Predeth (Locum Clerk), Samantha Haywood (Locum RFO) 
 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm 
Meeting closed: 6.55pm 
 

FC 001/2026 – Chairman’s Requests 

Members were reminded to ensure all mobile devices were switched to silent for the duration 
of the meeting and were advised of the fire safety arrangements for the venue. 
 

FC 002/2026 – Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Pellew and Filipczak‑Korczak. No contact was received from 
Cllr Cross. No disclosable pecuniary interests, registerable interests or non‑registerable interests 
were declared. 
 

FC 003/2026 – Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Finance and IT Committee meeting held on 3rd 
December 2025 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

FC 004/2026 – Public Forum 

It was noted that a member of the press was in attendance; no questions were raised. 
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FC 005/2026 – 2025/26 Budget 

Following an in-depth discussion, it was proposed by Cllr D Wilson to approve the 2025/26 
budget with the following amendments: 

• Allotment deposits/payments to be reported separately at Finance meetings for budget 
review 

• Cyber insurance quotes to be obtained 

• Land Management to review the grass‑cutting  and hedge cutting contract; RFO to 
provide details of site/quote issues, the Clerk will report issues found and solutions at 
the next meeting 

• IT software budget amended to £1,100 for GovAssist AI 
 
This was seconded by Cllr L Kneen and RESOLVED unanimously. 
 
After meeting note: The Land Management Committee found that the incorrect codes had been 
used to process ad-hoc and hedge works listed on the grass cutting invoices, this is being 
rectified by the Locum RFO to ensure the Land Management budgets are correct.  
 

FC 006/2026 – 2026/27 Budget 

Following an in-depth discussion, it was proposed by Cllr L Kneen that the 2026/27 budget be 
approved subject to further quotations and the following adjustments: 

• Clerk to email councillors regarding allowances; six councillors confirmed to claim 

• Speed Watch SID training to be funded from CIL 

• Software budget to be set at £5,000 
 
This was seconded by Cllr S Eginton and RESOLVED unanimously. 
 

FC 007/2026 – Agree the Precept 

It was proposed by Cllr J Glover that a 6% increase to the precept for 2026/27 be recommended 
to Full Council. This was seconded by Cllr K Elvin and RESOLVED unanimously. 
 

FC 008/2026 – Schedule of Payments 

It was proposed by Cllr J Glover that the schedule of payments detailed on Appendix A be 
approved, excluding Croner which is paid separately by Direct Debit. 
This was seconded by Cllr D Wilson and RESOLVED unanimously. 
 

FC 009/2026 – Bank Reconciliation 

It was NOTED that the bank statements were not available at the meeting due to bank access 
limitations. 
Cllr D Wilson agreed to send bank statements to the Locum RFO to complete the reconciliation 
for signature at the next meeting. 
 



 

 

FC 010/2026 – Date of Next Meeting 

It was NOTED that the next meeting of the Finance Committee be held on Thursday 26th 
February 2026 at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 

Appendix A – Schedule of Payments 

 

 
 


